birth, and he developed normally until age 3 years, when he began to run much more slowly than his friends. At age 6 years, limitation of neck and back flexion and weakness of extremities were noted. Progression of his symptoms was not noted. There was neither back nor neck pain. He There was no ankylosis nor any destructive process of the spine. The deltoid, anterior tibial, and sternocleidomastoid muscles were examined by electromyography. There was no spontaneous discharge at rest. Motor unit action potentials were of low amplitude and short duration. There were full interference patterns. The motor conduction velocities of the right median and peroneal nerves were normal at 61.4 m/s and 49.3 m/s, respectively. Muscle biopsy specimens of the right biceps showed mild to moderate variation in fibre size and mild increases in endomysial and perimysial connective tissues, and central nuclei were occasionally seen (Fig. 2) . Reduced diphosphopyridine nucleotide and adenosine triphosphatase stains showed fibre size variability in both type I and type 2 fibres (Fig. 2) . No mitochondrial abnormalities, ragged-red fibres, or inflammatory cells were seen. Electron microscopic examination showed no abnormality.
This patient has had no demonstrable worsening of his muscle strength or contractures after three years of follow-up. 
Discussion
In early childhood our patient developed limitation of flexion and lateral rotation of trunk and neck, scoliosis, mild joint contractures, and mild non-progressive muscular weakness. The serum creatine phosphokinase level was moderately increased. The EMG and muscle biopsy suggested a myopathic disorder rather than a neurogenic one. Radiography showed no abnormalities of the bone or joint. The family history was negative for similar disorders. Several authors (Dubowitz, 1970 (Dubowitz, , 1971 Dubowitz and Brooke, 1973; Goebel et al., 1977; Seay et al., 1977) have described a similar disorder, which is usually termed the rigid spine syndrome. Dubowitz (1970 Dubowitz ( , 1971 and Dubowitz and Brooke (1973) Dubowitz and Brooke (1973) and Goebel et al. (1977) . Dubowitz (1970 Dubowitz ( , 1971 and Dubowitz and Brooke (1973) 
